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Sample text from Macbheth

MACBETH So foul and fair a day I have not seen.

BANQUO How faris't call'd to Forres? What are these
So wither'd and so wild 1n their attire,
T'hat look not like the inhabitants o' the earth,
And vet are on't? Live you? or are you aught
That man may question? You seem to understand me,
By each at once her chappy finger laying
Upon her skinny lips: you should be women,
And yet your beards forbid me to interpret
That you are so.



Sample text n Old English (Prologue from Beowulf)

i geapdagum,
ppym geppunon,
ellen ppemedon.

fceapena ppeatum,

hpet! Pe Liapdena
peodcyminga,

hu da @pelingas
Opr eyl Seeping

monegum maghum, meodosetla opteah,
eglode eoplas, §yddan zpeft peapd

peafceapt punden,  he pas ppogpe gebad,
peox undep polenum,  peopdmyndum pah,

odpet him 2ghpyle papa ymbficzendpa

opep hponpade
gomban gyldan.

hypan fcolde,

Hwiet! We Gardena
peodcyninga,

hu da #pelingas
Oft Scyld Scefing

in geardagum,
prym gefrunon,

ellen fremedon.
sceapena preatum,

monegum maghum, meodosetla ofteah,
egsode eorlas, Syddan erest weard

feasceaft funden, ~ he pas frofre gebad,
weox under wolenum, weordmyndum pah,

odpet him zghwylc para ymbsittendra

ofer hronrade
gomban gyldan.

hyran scolde,



Sample Middle English text from 7he Canterbury
1ales (Miller’s Tale)

Whilom ther was dwellynge at oxenford

A riche gnof, that gestes heeld to bord,

And of his craft he was a carpenter.

With hym ther was dwellynge a poure scoler,
Hadde lerned art, but al his fantasye

Was turned for to lerne astrologye,

And koude a certeyn of conclusiouns,

To demen by mterrogaciouns,

If that men asked hym 1n certein houres
Whan that men sholde have droghte or elles shoures,
Or 1f men asked hym what sholde bifalle

Of every thyng; I may nat rekene hem alle.



5t Century A.D.
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~450-1100: Anglo-Saxon Period (Old
English)
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1066: Willham the Conqueror Invades




Geollrey Chaucer (~ 1340-1400)




Modern English (7 1500-Present
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Celts

Romans

Angles/
Saxons/
Jutes

Vikings

Normans

French

Great
Vowel Shift

English
Renaissance

International
Trade

Industrial
Revolution

Colonialism

Technology

Jargon /
Slang

Indo-European
-
Germanic

-
Old Frisian

=

Old English
(Anglo-Saxon)

-

Middle English

-

Early Modern English

-

Late Modern English

-

English Today




History of the English Language

Old English (450-1100 AD)

Middle English (1100-1500)

Farly Modern English (1500-1800)
Late Modern English (1800-Present)
And then?



Postmodern English?

e Urban Dictionary O——
 Text Message Abbreviations " Yo% T Fons

SAY THESE DAYS.
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http://www.urbandictionary.com/
http://www.webopedia.com/quick_ref/textmessageabbreviations.asp

Linguarum diversitas hominem alienat ab

homine
-St. Augustine, City of God

(the diversity of language alienates man from
man)



